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The people of Tigray have a rich history of thousands of years. In the past, they were
known by various names such as Axumites, Habeshas, etc. Before 1000 BC, present day Tigray

was inhabited by Nilotic and Hametic peoples of African origin, who led a primitive

communual life.....the tribes of South Arabian origin known as the Sabean, Agazeans,

Habeshats, and Himyarites began to cross the Red Sea and settle in the areas which are today
Tigray and Eritrea. These tribes were at a more advanced stage of development than the

indigenous people. / People's Democratic programm of TPLF, May 1983) >>
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(Africa and Its peoples and their culture history,1959, p. 182) A7L A&t “IN+7C... the Agau are one of the
culturally most creative peoples on the entire continent.
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