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PhA  ANFANNET hAdar ANBSPFFI® ALk
TN8SPE THLPFTI I°99° AL PATEXP
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AT AT NAH  TOmA: AL AT
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JHME HAAP:- AU+ N9PA@- V14E
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APTNZL IFA: Pavlt 8L AATTXPD-7
PUAD-G PPE @ PLI® (LA NTILPT BT OC
P14 BT PIG PEROTFD- PINLD- avlt AL
N+ eP1 07Nt AS VLT PO AL LA
ATLLNF D0 havt @< UNFS 0T ALAD-
AMHG @ A FEXPR oot TNt 9°F Tt
ALY 210PA: He AL ACATFDY PHAPGT
PchHN NOF POALY AE 0147 TINHRLC
heavs. A (HY 01215« h/HaP? YHOTF HovGP
SPOTIFFD AR APOME avg 9 AGCN
AANANTTG PRI N&&PT PHE UNT TI649S
Pav-G TN PGA= BU Pavet PCIVT (DL
06N viF (oA V1t APTHOGSd ot
Pav eIt 1@ N99A AN BT ALE9C L
L% NINZ®- ANAL PAIPII® hA AG &04
a8 WIROLE AT 1 NAmPAL AT
PAGSn 191t TIPANT RINLTO- AFCXP He AL
(HaPY AVALID-P7 Pavlt Ml TE.09P0T
ancag vt Pt ac FISat:E gu 299
MHP°F A& PAANT 8L 10 Ry Pavlst
Wlé ATET QAU aPNA6LLT ANANANGE
PHYTY oot TG AG ATPHLND-PT7 DCLPT
A8 avAT ARV ANNGD* AS ANTTIO- 1P4
Pavg Gbi PRIt hoorr @n,  AVNSAON:
AT PemavlAt TIC PA9P: LART U146 AL
Atémst Z0ENP: NPT ADTLLeR FoCT
P15 RISt AAPT AU NAUr  ART
ATL.mé®- &CP AT LU PIT@- av1q 2y v1DT
Pavgt  PCIT  LAPANTA: QAU aFENt
HAT7 9.SPA PHC TIPé4T OTEN aOP'r) hD-$
gk AQANE AVHN AP2.0T AnSPAU-:

PAACRE T80:- AN Y€ At
qavt FPPIL@m- 07Nt DA ¢ 7 0th
AP78  APPLOGT PAUALAT APATISE ATMHH
DL ANPFNT O HLIDT  tarAhtGA
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AHTE e770th &CO-F AR %497 (+HAPP
APMer,  avPYy  (@PPPLNFDE PFRPPI® P
AATIP TN hSLCINT PolhT 7 ath PeAT
eV 1@ PU0A AP TPt AAF IO
ATRLD° FPPTPF OMHNT (8P AavFT
70t SCOPFFD- AL TTINE-68 WO tmbar-t
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L.hAgPIR:: A7190 PH: TIt AW1eAHFA@+ UHA
ALANNND: P9FA RCMG ARI® PAD- 19GE
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RILTLFEA W91t A0S Nevalt Avsy 070 Ea-
OOT PAD7 POANT Tav Tt AFarAnt Atel
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0 @ AT 1P UIC OV NAATIR A
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PULFANT hd PA@-9: AAHY £V (FSmA
PIGLLIM ZWTPOPO PILMPaPD A VALY F
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HUE. a7 W07 AHY 2C AA19AD 990§
PIINLATID TIC (LFC VH: P99LA1DT AD-T
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AHA® &1y av71.8.77 avBaoC W 18ANT LATI5 A
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AL PULTT®- ROLY HELG ATHH PATEXET il
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Part II English

Mission Statements

The Ethiopian Affair is a quarterly private Magazine established in September, 2014. It is voice of
the voiceless Ethiopians initiated by determined individuals to be published in Amharic and English
in Germany as well as beyond. The Ethiopian Affair is a print and online publication dedicated to
publishing latest information together with significant proposals. We used images of three keys on
the cover of this Magazine to symbolize mistrusts among Ethiopians, the regime in power and
opposition political parties. It is an obvious fact that Keys have been used to lock away secret
information and most valuable things of the greatest significances for centuries. Consequently, we
used images of the three keys to symbolize the ultimate quest of Ethiopians for freedom, justice
and democracy. Thus, our aim in this volume is to unlock the range of political, social, economic and
environmental issues that are locked before twenty years but still affect all of us.

Editorials of the Ethiopian Affair strongly believe that information is a key to maintain power in this
twenty first century. Thus, we are committed to increase the circulation of information to have a
direct and positive effect on political, social, economic and environmental affairs of Ethiopia in
order to create a more inclusive democratic political system that involves all stakeholders in it.
Therefore, we encourage all Ethiopians regardless of their political, ethnic and/or religion affiliation
to actively participate in all affairs of the country without any restriction. However, the opinions
expressed in this Magazine are not necessarily those held by Editorials of the Ethiopian Affair.
Indeed, contrary views are most welcome to enhance further discussion.

(D The Affair

The right Magazine in the right
place at the time!

Established in September, 2014
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Editors Notes: Can EPRDF survive both famine and
debt crisis?

In September 1974, Ethiopia’s Emperor, Haile Selassie, was overthrown, largely because he had
ignored the country’s famine that killed 200,000 of his subjects in two years. After several years of
‘revolutionary’ turbulence that ended in what became known as the “Red Terror”, Colonel Mengistu
Haile Mariam, leader of the Derg, set out to reshape the Ethiopian society in the image of the
communist USSR, an ally he made that year.

The military rulers concentrated all their resources on the growing conflict with Somalia over
Ogaden province, Eritrea’s war of secession that had lasted more than twenty years and the uprising by
groups seeking autonomy in the Tigray region. The fate of the rural population was thus subject to the
interests of city residents, the army, and the national government. Land was placed under collective
tenure and agricultural production was taxed and even requisitioned.

One again in 1984, Ethiopia was in the grip of dead famine that claimed the lives of around one
million people. Mengistu’s authoritarian regime ignored it. Instead, they concentrated on the war effort,
creating a labor political party, and preparing to celebrate the revolution’s tenth anniversary. However,
this regime did authorize the RRC (the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission, a government agency
created in 1974 to coordinate aid to famine victims) to open grain distribution centers in the most
affected regions. In March 1984, the RRC launched an aid appeal. International donors responded with
suspicion. At that time, the military regime was blaming on drought and crop failure for causing the
famine. However, the root cause of the famine was the political game of the Tigray People’s Liberation
Front and the military regime at large.

In 1991, the Mengistu regime was overthrown by the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), a
minority ethnic groups seeking autonomy in the Tigray region. In 1994, a new constitution was
formulated to reorganize the country as a federal state. Article 40(3) of the constitution absolutely
vested rural and urban land ownership rights on the State. As a result, the EPRDF regime started to
control each and every aspect life in Ethiopia. More importantly, the regime has gained 100 percent
control over the political life of the people through its divide and conquers policy for almost quarter of a
century.

In 1999-2000 and again in 2002-2003, Ethiopia suffered wide-scale humanitarian crises,
triggered in part by drought but ultimately caused by a variety of factors, both domestic and
international. Whether these crises constituted ‘famine’ or not was hotly debated by practitioners and
policymakers at the time. In retrospect there is little doubt that both these crises were famines,
although the magnitude of human suffering or loss of life was not as extensive as during the famine of
1984-1985. Though the television images in 1999—2000 were more dramatic, the 2002—-2003 crises
were more widespread.

More recently, available evidences indicate that Ethiopia is in grave trouble of famine and
external debt. In 2015, more than 15 million people are in need of emergency food aid. There is a fear
that the number of the hungry people will raise up to 25 million in the near future. We are deeply
concerned that the scope and magnitude of the disaster caused by the recent famine may be worst than
ever seen before. In this edition, there are more than 20 articles, most of which deals with root causes
of the recent famine. Given the scenarios discussed above, we editorials of the Ethiopian Affair want to
forward this question for our readers: can EPRDF survive both famine and debt crisis?

Asnake Demena,

Editor-in-chief
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Recent Issues

Famine in Ethiopia: Caused by bad weather or policy Failure?

Asnake Demena

Twenty four years ago Meles Zenawi,
the late Prime Minister of EPRDF was asked
about his vision for Ethiopia and its people
when he assumed power as head of the state
after seventeen years of civil war. Meles
declared that if his government remains in
power, in ten years every Ethiopians will have at
least three meals a day. He also anticipated that
if his government remains in power from then
onwards for twenty years, Ethiopians not only
have three meals a day but also will have the
luxury of choosing what to eat. More recently in
2011, the same Meles Zenawi said that “We
have devised a plan which will enable us to
produce surplus and be able to feed ourselves
by 2015 without the need for food aid.”

Here we are now, after twenty four
years of power monopoly by the EPRDF regime
and five years later after the implementation of
the so-called Growth and Transformation Plan,
more than 11.3 million Ethiopians have nothing
to eat let alone to choose what to eat. Arsi,
Hararghe, Afar, Borena and Somali are the
hardest hit areas of the latest famine in the
country. Children are dying in the hands of their
parents and suffering from famine related
diseases. Nevertheless, the EPRDF regime has
been blaming on bad weather particularly the El
Nifio for the recent brutal famine.

Even if the El Nifio is partly attributed
for drought in general, the famine we are
witnessing toady, in Ethiopia is not the result of
seasonal crop failure due to bad weather or
natural calamity as the EPRDF regime would like
us to believe. As a matter of fact, drought,
climate variability and other natural calamities
occur not only in Ethiopia, but also in any part
of the world. However, drought does not
necessarily result in famine. This implies that
droughts are a normal component of Ethiopian
life making famines inevitable unless the proper
preventive measures are adopted. Hence, in
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examining the current famine in Ethiopia, | will
stress the structural links between food
shortage and the lack of good governance in
general and the failure of policies and strategies
in particular.

Fifty years ago, famine was simply
understood as the result of food shortage due
to seasonal crop failure or natural disasters. At
that time, it was not difficult to understand the
reasons for famine when poor technology and
static economic systems hampered human
beings from getting access to food, especially in
the face of regional natural disasters. But today,
natural forces and other climatic conditions
cannot be responsible for famine causation as
was the dominant mode of thinking five
decades ago. So that it is logical to ask why
famine is persist in Ethiopia in the ear of global
surplus, high-technology early warning systems
and “vibrant economic growth” in the country.
Answering this question requires looking
beyond technical factors, towards political
explanations. This means that the real causes of
famine in Ethiopia deeply rooted in the
country’s history of civil war and repression.
Therefore, analysis of the past and present
famines in Ethiopia should focus on root causes
of the problem, instead of seasonal symptoms.

Currently, Ethiopia has faced the
world’s gravest hunger problems and these
problems are getting worse in the coming few
months. As it was mentioned above, more than
11.3 million people are in need of urgent food
aid. There is no doubt the failure of policies and
strategies are causes of the recent famine. For
instance, the Agricultural Development Led
Industrialization (ADLI) strategy of the EPRDF
regime was formulated to keep 84 percent of
the population in Ethiopia to live in rural areas
and heavily depend on the natural environment
for food production, animal husbandry,
forestry, water and fuel. Keeping people in rural
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areas in which land belongs to the state and
can’t be sold is one of the mechanisms of the
regime to marginalize the majority of the
population from political involvement and to
prevent urban unrest. Consequently, the sizes
of agricultural lands are diminishing from 0.5
hectare to 0.2 hectare per house hold due to
high population pressure. This means that too
small farmlands are passed down to the
generations, which can’t provide enough food
for the families that work on it even with
normal rainfall conditions.

In addition to the population pressure
put on farmlands, there is a large-scale land
acquisition  for floriculture and biofuel
production. According to the Ministry of Water
and Energy (MoWE, 2014), the Ethiopian
government has allocated 23.3 million hectares
of land (equivalent to 20 percent of the whole
country), for biofuel production alone. These
ambitions were intended to position Ethiopia as
a leader in Africa, in the emerging push for
biofuels to provide energy security for the rest
of the world. However, the growing demand
and support for biofuels in the United States
and the European Union, has increased the
competition for land that impacted food
security in the country. A study conducted by
Lester R. Brown in 2013 reported that between
1980 and 2005, the amount of grain used to
produce fuel ethanol in the United States
gradually expanded from 1 million to 41 million
tons. This is an alarming call not only for
Ethiopia but also for the rest of the world to
stop the crime against humanity.

To add further insult to injury, all
agricultural inputs and outputs in Ethiopia are
highly regulated and manipulated by the party-
associated enterprises called EFFORT. EFFORT
stands for the Endowment Found for the
Rehabitation of Tigray and established in 1995
by the TPLF. Their activities ranged from
agriculture to trade, textile, livestock, mining,
transport and to the financial sector. Members
of the party manage the fund. This dominancy
in the private sector especially party-owned
enterprise has made the emergency of new
private entrepreneur close to impossible.
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Furthermore, the Midroc business empire
owned by Sheik Mohammed Alamoudi
accounted for 70 percent of the so-called
foreign investment and displaced millions of
small farmers from their livelihood to leave
them hungry.

Therefore, attributing the current
famine directly to climate change is impossible.
Because, extreme climate events such as El
Nino may be an immediate trigger of famine
but cannot be a root cause for it. In the
Ethiopian context, famine is a prolonged and
preventable geographical phenomenon caused
by the lack of good governance in general and
failure of policies and strategies in particular.
Among the many coping mechanisms, mobility
from region to region or from one sector to
another sector is crucial to prevent persistent
famine in Ethiopia. A number of scholars agreed
that genuine democracy and political
institutions are the critical factors in the
struggle against famine. A free and independent
media on which freedom of expression might
depend on also plays another crucial
informative role by providing information on
the symptoms of the crisis both to individuals
and to political parties. Furthermore, news
media can put direct pressure on the
government and other actors in charge of
taking action. But sadly enough, the regime in
Ethiopia don’t have the political willingness for
such kind of genuine democracy. So that, we
must stand together to struggle for total regime
change from top to bottom. We must eliminate
officials of the dictatorial and corrupted regime
of EPRDF and make them accountable for the
crime they have committed against humanity in
the name of development.Down with dictators!
Ethiopia shall be free!

Food Crisis in Ethiopia
Abaynesh Asmare (Frankfurt)

Having enough food is always a
problem in Ethiopia. Almost every year millions

of Ethiopians going hungry and thousands are
dying. Currently, the Ethiopian government has
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asked the international community for
emergency food aid for 8.5 million people. The
UN's World Food Programme estimated that
from $432 to $596 million will be needed in the
next six months. Some aid officials said that the
numbers of hungry people could rise to 15
million. Reports also indicated that more than
300,000 children are in need of specialized
nutritious food aid and a projected 48,000 more
children under five were suffering from severe
malnutrition. There is no doubt poor and erratic
rains have hit the Ethiopian harvest. But this
year large parts of the country have not been
hit by drought. So, why the current food crisis
happened in Ethiopia? And where is the eleven
percent economic growth to feed the starved
people? These are two of the questions that can
be raised at this critical time.

More than 80 percent of Ethiopia’s
population works in rainfed agriculture, which
makes up about 50 percent of the nation’s
economic output. In the last ten years, the
government of EPRDF has claimed double digit
economic growth with fast social and economic
development. But practically, it is unable to
feed its people. The EPRDF regime has a poor
record on civil liberties and multiparty
democracy. An election hold in May 2015,
handed all 547 Parliamentary seats to the
EPRDF and its allies. This indicates that the
EPRDF regime is an absolute monarchy that
controls each and everything in the country.
This makes the country especially vulnerable to
drought and the effects of climate change. Lack
of good governance and corruption is the root
cause of the current food crisis of the country.
Therefore, let’s us unit and fight against the
dictatorial regime of EPRDF to eradicate famine
and poverty from Ethiopia.

Impacts of Ethiopia’s External
Debt on future generations
Asnake Demena

Ethiopia is in grave trouble of external
debt and famine. Available evidences in the
public domain indicate that, the external debt
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of the country reached 30 billion USD (1.2
Trillion Ethiopian Birr). A new analysis by the
Jubilee Debt Campaign (JDC, 2015), reveals that
Ethiopia’s external debt already exceeded 50
percent of the GDP. Jubilee’s analysis defines
countries as at high risk of a government debt
crisis if they have net debt higher than 30
percent of GDP. This implies that Ethiopia has
been mudding through external debt crisis for
several years. As a result, it is the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund that calls
upon the EPRDF regime to revise its
development policies, strategies, and even to
pursue additional political reforms, instead of
the people of Ethiopia. In a related vein,
Ethiopia is member of the World Trade
Organization (WTO), which is promoting
increased exports of primary commodity such
as flowers, tea, coffee, cotton, oil seeds and
textiles. All these indicate that the sovereignty
of the country is eroded by the major
international financial institutions and the
EPRDF regime has become the main actor of
neoliberalism.

Government debt can either increase or
decrease the wealth of future generations.
Some governments had invested the money
they borrowed wisely, to diversify their
economies and improving infrastructure, others
have not. In the case of Ethiopia, the money
borrowed by the EPRDF regime for the past 24
years either wasted on ambitious policies and
strategies to maintain the regime in power or
absorbed by the Western economy through
illicit financial outflows. There is no doubt at all
external debt is a burden to the country, and if
so, what should be done about it? This article
argues that external debt is a serious problem,
and solving this problem requires not only
significant fiscal adjustment measures, most
notably with the wvarious bilateral and
multilateral debtors such as: China, the Word
Bank and International Monetary Fund, but also
total regime change in Ethiopia.

Naidu and Herman (2009) explained
that the rise of China has created a new set of
impulses in the international system. China, not
only emerged as a market force in the way that
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international finance, trade and investments
are being shaped but also in the way that the
rules which govern the global governance
regime are being influenced. China’s expansive
engagement in the Ethiopian politics in the
name of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) is a
typical example for this. Since, Ethiopia’s debt
to China has reached its maximum; Chain is able
to spread its influence in Ethiopia’s internal
affairs than ever before. It seems that Ethiopia
is under the colony of Chain in the 21st century.
More recently, the Ethiopian Airlines recruited
about 30 young Chinese to serve the growing
interest of Chain in Ethiopians. China has been
funding the Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) since its inception in Ethiopia. Indeed, for
more than two decades, the Chinese
systematically cultivated solidarity with the
TPLF minority group to exploit the natural
resources of Ethiopia beyond the limits of
suitability.

World Bank and International Monetary
Fund are two of the most powerful creditors
responsible for financing repression and land
grabbing in Ethiopia that displaced thousands of
indigenous people, particularly in Gambella and
Omo Valley from their ancestral land in the
name of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). The
money that the WB has lent Ethiopia has left
the country at the mercy of donor pup-petering.
Decisions are made largely  without
consultation, and are based on what they
believe is best for Ethiopia’s GDP. The WB,
private banks, and corporations of the rich
countries pushed the privatization of land that
resulted in the beginning of corporate ‘land
grabs. Furthermore, having sowed the seeds of
famine in the country through structural
adjustment, the IMF and the World Bank are
enabling US multinationals to exploit the
disaster by providing genetically modified seed
as aid. These two institutes have also gone to
great lengths to present Ethiopia as a
democratic nation whose economy is growing
by “double digits” to insist on providing Ethiopia
with even more loans to squander at the
expense of future generations. At the end of the
game, the EPRDF regime, which welcomed
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foreign investment to exploit huge natural
resources of the country, including leasing land
and water resources of the poor people for
biofuel and floriculture production became
unable to feed its own citizens.

All in all, the current debt crisis is the
result of poor economic policies of the minority
regime in Ethiopia for almost quarter of a
century. The regime had borrowed a huge
amount of money to achieve its ambitious
development plans in order to maintain its
power at the expense of the Ethiopian people.
For instance, the five-year Growth and
Transformation Plan (GTP 2010-2015) had failed
without achieving its goals and objectives. The
plan was supposed to be driven mainly by
growth and productivity improvements in the
agricultural  sector, industrialization and
infrastructure development. Such kind of policy
and strategy failures imposes a debt burden on
future generations by intensifying poverty,
repression, corruption and famine in the
country. In general, owing to its huge debt
burden and willingness of the EPRDF regime to
carry out the World Bank and International
Monetary Fund prescribed reforms; Ethiopia
has become a dependent country that can’t
deal with its own internal affairs.

Indeed, as long as the EPRDF regime
remains in power Ethiopia’s external debt will
continue to grow day by day and creditors will
also continue to impose their interest not only
on us but also on future generations. In other
words, we are under a different kind of war, in
which children die instead of soldiers. Instead of
war wounded filling the hospitals, it is the sick
and starved that overcrowd the wards, while
the landless and the jobless wander the streets
in search of work. Indeed, the situation
inevitable for nonviolent revolution to liberate
Ethiopia and the next generation from the third
phase of colonization.
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Development Partners: Chain and India-
Challenging the status quo?

Biofuel crops and Food
Security in Ethiopia

Saron Abate

Biofuels have been promoted as part of
the global energy mix to meet the climate
change challenge of the 21st century. They are
produced from biological material or biomass,
including sugar cane, corn, cellulose or
vegetable oils. The most common types of
biofuel these days are ethanol and biodiesel.
They are among the options considered as
renewable and relatively cleaner substitutes for
conventional energy sources. As a result, an
increasing number of developing countries
initiated biofuel production to meet domestic
market and international demand. In Ethiopia,
over 80 investors have registered for biofuels
development and the government has allocated
23 million ha of land to produce 1.8 billion liters
of biofuels by 2015. To guide biofuels
developments, the Ministry of Energy and
Water has developed the Biofuels Development
and Utilization Strategy, in 2007. And a Biofuels
Development Coordination Directorate was also
formed to oversee biofuels developments.

Ethiopia, as a country overwhelmed by
recurrent famine, it is extremely odd to see that
the government would be in favour of anything
associated with food security risk. But the case
for biofuels in Ethiopia is strong and it’s growing
stronger. Crops which are especially suited as
fuel crops are drought-resistant crops, which
might also have the potential to improve the
properties of the soil on degraded lands. Castor
bean, maize, wheat, sorghum, potato, cassava,
soybean, palm oil, sugar-cane, sugar-beet,
Switch-grass, Jatropha carcass ... etc. are some
of the main crops used by biofuel companies for
the production of Ethanol and biodiesel. As a
result, millions of Ethiopian are suffers endemic
poverty, famine and food insecurity.

A study conducted by the Food and
Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United
Nations confirms that it is possible for a car
owner in a developed country to fill a 50-litre

tank with biofuel produced from 200 kg of
maize, enough to feed one person for one year
(UN, 2007). As it was mentioned above,
extensive biofuel production in Ethiopia has
caused millions of people to suffer from hunger.
Since, biofuel production requires a
tremendous amount land there is
marginalization and eviction of small scale
farmers.

In conclusion, biofuel has a number of
potential negative impacts on Ethiopia in
general and food security in particular. Due to
massive land requirements for biofuels
production in Ethiopia has contributed to
deforestation and ecosystem destruction, as
forests, grasslands and other ecosystems are
razed for the production of biofuel crops. Such
destruction also reduces habitat available for
thousands of species and drastically threatened
the biodiversity of the country. Therefore,
opposition political parties, human rights
organizations and concerned citizens must fight
the crime against humanity than ever before. |
am calling on citizens of German, ltaly, United
Kingdoms, India, China and USA to consider
their use of biofuels produced in Ethiopia at the
cost of the poor. There is no reason for
Ethiopians to suffer from recurrent famine to
increase the energy security of rich countries.

Ethiopia and the "At-Risk"of

Journalism
Hailu Kassa (Niedernhausen)

It is a fact that the term Journalism is
an art with its own rules and ethical principles
standing by itself as neutral to serve the mass. It
serves as a channel from People to People, from
the People to the government and from the
government to the People. It is all targeting one
thing just to fill the Information gap so that to
bring the common good among the mass and
the nations. Europeans and America have been
using this discipline to build their Democracy
without any pressure from whatsoever.

In the case of Ethiopia, it is unthinkable
if a Journalist to exercise his/her professional
right as long as it does not favor for the
government. The government does not like to
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manage any criticism from any local media
organizations. If a Journalist write and publish
an article of criticism against the government,
the response will be worse. The Journalist will
either be thrown in jail or face severe
persecution. The Ethiopian government uses
the term "terrorism" as a channel to take action
in order to silence journalists and print media
organizations that is why this Anti-terrorism law
created some years ago. Because of this law a
lot of private print media organizations have
been shut down and many of journalists thrown
in Prison and others were forced to leave their
motherland. It is not uncommon now days to
see the number of journalists leave their
Country increasing year to year. Ethiopia is one
of the first lists among the world in detaining
journalists and putting pressure on the
Profession of journalism.

When it comes to Electronic media, it
has been monopolized by the government since
came to power in 1991. No private electronic
media has ever been allowed in the Country
since then. Therefore, it is really hard to expect
Democracy to flourish in Ethiopia unless this
critical problem can be solved.

Election in Ethiopia
Medhin Teklu

Free and fair election is essential for a
country in order to call democratic. It means
every citizen choose who will stay in power in a
free and fair electoral process.To implement
this election board and all the parties should be
abide in the countries law.

When we see the Ethiopian election it is
controlled by the governing body and is not free
at all. Many members of opposition parties had
been arrested and been forced to leave the
election. The media coverage given to these
parties is unfair compared to the ruling party.
Many of the opposition parties were made
unexisted by the government. So many
injustices have been seen in the past elections.

Specially in this year 2007 Ethiopian
election,it is easily recognised how the rulling
party won 100% votes,which is inpractical
having such diverse society with many
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difference and represented by different political
parties,it is almost impossible tto have this
figure as a result.

So we all Ethiopians should work
together to have acceptabble free and fair
election in our country.

The Failure of Democracy in
Ethiopia
Theodros Admasu (Maintal)

In May 1991, the Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF) had taken power in
Ethiopia, after having seventeen years of civil
war. Since then, the front has been promising a
democratic political system in the country
based on good governance and respect of basic
human rights. However, practically democracy
remained a slogan nearly for quarter of a
century and the political system has returned
back into authoritarianism. In this article, | will
explain the failure of democracy in Ethiopia
based on the final result of the May 2015
national election.

As a matter of fact, the final result of
the May 2015 national election confirmed that
the EPRDF regime has become an absolute
dictator by controlling 100 percent of the
parliamentary seats. The result also confirmed
that the narrow political space for peaceful
struggle had closed by the domination of single-
party. This is a clear indicator of the failure
democracy in Ethiopia. As a result of this failure
repression, corruption, famine and poverty that
we see today in the country became a national
shame for all of us. In general, as long as the
EPRDF regime remains in power, democracy will
never flourish in Ethiopian. Therefore, it time
for all of us to join the arm struggle to liberate
our country from the autocratic regime of
EPRDF.

Ethiopia: From Ballots to
Bullets

Saba Afework

After the failure of five successive
elections, there is an increasingly depressing
political environment in Ethiopia. Every election
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since 1995 witnessed that widespread violence.
That violence is linked to long-standing
grievances and failures of governance that run
deeper than electoral politics. Presently,
Ethiopia stands at the crossroads of history. At
this crossroad, Ethiopians can choose to take
the right way or the wrong way. The right way is
the way of national reconciliation, compromise,
mutual understanding and tolerance. The
wrong way is the way of force, violence,
brutality, threats, intimidation and persecution.
Ethiopians can choose the easy way or the hard
one. The easy way is to follow and live by the
rule of law and ensure everyone's human rights
are respected and all are held to account for
their actions and omissions. The hard way is the
way of dictatorship, civil war and destruction.
Currently, it seems that most Ethiopians
had lost confidence in peaceful struggle and
forced to choose the hardest way to remove
the tyrannical regime of EPRDF. As a result, arm
struggle became inevitable and decisive. This
means that the country has returned back from
the ballots to the bullets due to the brutal
nature of the EPRDF. There are a number of
insurgent groups in every part of the country.
Some of them have formed coalition to fight
against the EPRDF to bring justice, freedom and
democracy for the country and its people. | am
calling up Ethiopians from all walks of life to join
and support opposition forces in the arm
struggle to bring down EPRDF once for all.

Mass Surveillance in Ethiopia

Abdi Zeki Kerim

The 2015 report of Freedom House
revealed that the government of EPRDF has
continued its extensive surveillance of Internet
users both inside and outside Ethiopia. This
article explores the role played by Trovicor and
the UK-based Gamma Group International in
providing the dictatorial regime in Ethiopia with
massive surveillance technologies such as
FinFisher to target opposition groups, bloggers,
journalists and the whole population at large.

New leaked documents show that
Ethiopia has been working with several
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European technology companies to expand its
surveillance powers in the past few years,
potentially with the goal of improving its
capabilities to monitor its own citizens.
According to a joint investigation by Privacy
International and netzpolitik, German based
Surveillance Technology Company Trovicor
played a central role in expanding the Ethiopian
government’s communication  surveillance
capacities. Trovicor, formerly part of Nokia
Siemens Networks (NSN), provided equipment
to Ethiopia's National Intelligence and Security
Service (NISS) in 2011 and offered to massively
expand the government's ability to intercept
and store internet protocol (IP) traffic across
the national telecommunications backbone.
Trovicor's proposal was to double the
government's internet surveillance and storage
capacity through the state-owned Ethio-
Telecom.

Trovicor's predecessor in intelligence
solutions, Siemens Pte worked closely with its
British partner Gamma Group International via
an offshore company in Lebanon to expand
lawful interception in Ethiopia. Gamma Group's
was used to target Forensic traces of FinFisher
malware have also been traced back to one of
Gamma's Lebanese operations.

Together, the two companies and their
Lebanese offshore subsidiaries helped one of
the most repressive regimes in Africa to spies
on its largest populations. Websites of
opposition parties, independent media sites,
blogs, and several international media outlets
are routinely blocked by government censors.
Radio and television stations are routinely
jammed. Bloggers and Facebook users face
harassment and the threat of arrest should they
refuse to tone down their online writings. The
message is simple: self-censor to limit criticism
of the government or you will be censored and
subject to arrest and labeled as a terrorist.

Information gathered from telecom and
Internet sources is regularly used against
Ethiopians arrested for alleged anti-government
activities. During interrogations, police show
suspects lists of phone calls and are questioned
about the identity of callers, particularly foreign
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callers. They play recorded phone conversations
with friends and family members. The
information is routinely obtained without
judicial warrants. While this electronic
“evidence” appears to be used mostly to
compel suspects to confess or to provide
information, some recorded emails and phone
calls have been submitted as evidence in trials
under the repressive Anti-Terrorism
Proclamation.

Most of the evidences confirmed that
Ethiopia is one of the 10 countries in the world
that own the commercial spyware known
FinFisher. The use of this intrusive surveillance
technologies and network monitoring systems
sold by European companies for the EPRDF
dictatorial regime has worsened the human
rights situation of the country. As a result, most
of the torture and imprisonment of journalists,
bloggers and dissidents occurs on a regular
basis are helped by Western technology. This is
the naked and toxic truth of doing business with
dictators. Therefore, | am writing this article on
behalf of 94 million voiceless Ethiopians who
are suffering under the mass repression of
EPDF. Down with dictators!

Farmers without Farmland:
the return of Feudalism in
Ethiopia

Daniel Kassa (Maintal)

Land has always been central to
Ethiopians livelihood. It has triggered arm
struggle and coup d’état. Apart from being one
of the key components of production, land in
Ethiopia has sentimental and social values that
distinguish Ethiopians as a people. Until 1974,
land in Ethiopia was under the control of
handful feudal landlords. The Derg military
regime that had overthrown the monarchical
regime of Emperor Haile Selassie profoundly
changed the agrarian structure and the
mechanisms of access to land in Ethiopia under
the famous slogan of land to the tiller. In 1975,
the Public Ownership of Rural Land
Proclamation nationalized all rural land and
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redistributed it to the tiller. Subsequently, the
proclamation abolished the exploitative
landlord-tenant relations that were so relevant
under the imperial regime of Haile Selassie.

In 1991, after seventeen years of the
proclamation of land to the tiller, the Derg
military regime was overthrown by the EPRDF
regime and a new land ownership system was
emerged. In this article, | will discuss impacts of
the current land policy on the rural population
in general and farmers in particular. To begin
with, according to Article 40(3) of the 1994
constitution of the EPRDF regime, the right to
ownership of rural and urban land, as well as of
all natural resources, is absolutely vested on the
State. This implies that all lands in Ethiopia
belong to “the new landlord” or the EPRDF
regime. This simply allowed the regime to use
land as a political instrument that can be
allocated or expropriated based on political
willingness and affiliation of farmers. As a
result, 84 percent of the rural population in
Ethiopia has become tenants of the dictatorial
regime of EPRDF. This confirms that the return
of feudalism in Ethiopia under a new slogan of
“land for investors.”

Over the past 24 years, the EPRDF
regime has displaced millions of smallholder
farmers and pastoralists from their lands in the
name of development and leased their lands
mainly for Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Djibouti,
Germany, Netherlands, UK, India and China.
Many rural families, especially pastoral families
or smallholders who have not been part of the
recent land certification process, lack secure
rights to the land they till. In addition, the land
certification by itself is the political tool of the
EPRDF regime to withdraw tenure security
when smallholder farmers are unable to pay
land rent or the cost of agricultural inputs
largely monopolized by business empires of the
regime. Consequently, landlessness is emerging
among the youth who are unable to stay on
their parents’ land, which in turn exposed them
for land-oriented poverty and persistent
famine. Many people know that the current
famine in Ethiopia had resulted from these
exploitative landlord-tenant relations of the
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EPRDF regime and the rural population of
Ethiopia.

Small-scale farmers are the key, in the
fight against hunger and poverty in Ethiopia.
Based on the above three paragraphs, it
possible to conclude that the rural population
of the country is victim of the current land
policy of the EPRDF regime. The policy has
systematically weakened small landholder’s
access to food and livelihood. Such policy
measures have been particularly became more
visible after the financial and food crisis of 2008
of the world. As a result, there has been a
recurrent famine and food insecurity in
Ethiopia. It is not enough to discuss about the
failure of government policies in Ethiopia. It is
time to raise arms to remove the regime in
power together with its failed policies.

Land grabbing in Ethiopia

Tewachew Derebe

Foreign investors rather | call them
invaders are snatching up Ethiopia as much as
they can. The situation resembles that
thousands of scavengers are scrambling for
meat. Over the past few years, large-scale
acquisitions of farmland in Ethiopia have made
headlines in a flurry of media reports across the
world. Highlights have included the handover of
more than 300,000 hectares of virgin land to a
single Indian company known as Karuturi
almost for free. The main form of investment
lies in long term leasing of agricultural land
rather than its purchase. The duration of the
lease ranges from 50 years or even up to 99
years. Moreover, land is very cheap in Ethiopia
and land fees are not an important component
of negotiations and thus, the rent of one
hectare ranges from USS 3 to USS 10 per year.

The government of TPLF has made 24
million hectares (59 million acres) of land
available for biofuel production alone, which is
20 percent of the total area of the country. The
larger share of land grabbing is taking place in
five administrative regions in Ethiopia — Afar,
Amara, Oromia, Gambella, Benshangul-Gumz
and the Southern Nations, Nationalities and
Peoples Regions (SNNPR). Surprisingly enough,
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there is no land grabbing in Tigray region for the
reason that the land dealers are officials of the
Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), who
were fighting for independence of the region.
Some of the invaders of land in Ethiopia
includes: China, India, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia,
Malaysia, Egypt, Italy, Germany, Denmark, the
United Kingdom, USA and France.

Despite the fact that the official
information is limited as well as the number of
the deals made public, media and reports of
civil society organizations have brought
evidence of large-scale land deals. Here are
some numbers: the German companies: Petro-
Palm and Flora Eco-power has secured 50,000
and 56,000 hectares of land for biofuel
production in Ethiopia, respectively. Petro-Palm
and Flora Eco-power are not alone at all. In
addition to the above mentioned, Indian
company with 300,000 hectares of land, the
British Sun Biofuels has signed a lease
agreement with Ethiopia for 80,000 hectares of
land and it has also purchased 80 percent of the
National Biodiesel Corporation of Ethiopia as
part of its program to strengthen its presence in
Ethiopia prior to investing in the whole of East
Africa.

Since land grabbing is married with
corruption and lack of good governance, the
ruling elite is allied with big business, and
together they are making a quick buck. Land
dealers in Ethiopia deceive the majority of rural
people with mere talks, everything will turn out
alright. Correction: everything is going to get
better. There will be new roads, a new school, a
pharmacy, even a proper water supply. Most of
all, there will be job and food security.
However, the main issue raised in relation to
land investment is how large-scale commercial
farming will impact on food security. At the end
of the game, 15 million Ethiopians are in need
of emergency food aid. Therefore, unless we
Ethiopians stand together to fight against the
dictatorial regime of TPLF we will not have our
country as a nation in the near future. This is an
alarming for all of us!!
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Ethnic Federalism and
Individual Rights in Ethiopia

Fasica Abayneh

The TPLF regime, in Ethiopia, came into
power in 1991 in the wake of a protracted and
destructive civil war. The Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF) was originally waged a
war to separate Tigray from the rest of Ethiopia
as indicated in its 1976 manifesto. The new
regime under the TPLF/EPRDF introduced a new
constitution, which became the basis to divide
the country into nine ethnic based regions and
to name it as the “Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia.”

Ethnic federalism in Ethiopia is based
on the Federal Constitution that came into
existence in 1995. It has promoted "ethnic"
states and regions and ethnicity has become
one of the most crucial aspects of political life.
Twenty years of rule by Meles Zenawi, who died
in August 2012, have brought several internal
tensions and external challenges with which
Ethiopia has to and will have to deal. Ethnic and
religious tensions together with socioeconomic
frustration are already contributing to a tense
social atmosphere in Ethiopia. Various studies
show that the ethnic federalism in Ethiopia is an
obstacle to equitable growth and development.
This is because it restricts the movement of
labor, capital and knowledge. A practical
example would be a person from the capital
Addis Ababa who wants to work and start up
business in Oromia region is expected to speak
Oromiffa, otherwise the regional government
may not allow him to run his business in the
region even though Amharic is the national
language of the country.

This clearly has adverse effects on the
country’s economy as a whole since citizens are
unable to share their knowledge or invest their
capital without any restriction. Here comes, the
problem of the Ethiopian Federal Constitution
lies in the fact that ethnicity is taken as a
primary identity of an individual and group alike
without taking into account other variables.
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Likewise, if a person wants to have a
government position in a region that he/she
does not speak the local language, then they
are barred from holding that position. This
means that citizens are not evaluated based on
their merits but on their ethnic identities which
is not only wrong and detrimental but
embarrassingly backward as well. Furthermore,
ethnic federalism creates inconvenience for
citizens regarding some administrative or legal
issues. For instance, a person living in Debre
Birhan has to travel all the way to Bahir Dar to
attend a hearing at the Supreme Court because
regional Supreme Courts sit at the capitals of
the respective regions.

Even though, the country is named as a
federal state, regional governments don’t have
real power in administering their regions
contrary to the constitution. It is clear that
members of the TPLF are the ones behind the
throne of these puppet governments making
major political decisions. Ethnic federalism had
also many shortcomings, such as the idea that
there exist territorially defined ethnic areas that
are inhabited by members of a dominant ethnic
group. It actually suggested the existence of
ethnically homogeneous federal states, which is
a false notion.

Ethnic cleansing is another product of
this system. Over the past several years, Amaras
living in various parts of the country have been
the victim of ethnic cleansing. Thousands of
people were forced to leave from some regions
such as Benishangul-Gumuz and Gambela
although most of these people were born and
raised in these regions. Similarly, residents of
the Wolkait-Tegede region have also been a
victim of ethnic cleansing as the TPLF
dominated government has gradually evicted
them out of their land to expand the region of
Tigray. All this indicates that ethnic federalism
has miserably failed in Ethiopia.

In general, ethnic federalism is a
dangerous system that threatens the unity of
the country that has been built over the past
three millennia. Moreover, the country’s very
existence is in question the longer this
disastrous system stays in place. Therefore, we
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Ethiopians should stand together to abolish the
divided and conquer policy the TPLF minority
regime once for all.

Equality of Nations and
Nationalities of Ethiopia

Samson yohannes & Bernadit zewdie

The term "equality of nations and
nationalities" has been repeatedly spoken from
the Ethiopian government. The government
tries to explain the Ethiopian people have been
guaranted an equal and better opportunity in
the EPRDF constitution. The Ethiopian
government tries to relate this concept from
the former Derg and other monarchical regimes
of Ethiopian. EPRDF states the rights of nations
and nationalities of Ethiopia had been
supressed by the former authocratic powers.
But the reality goes far beyond this idea.
Though there were some injustice and political
problems in the past eras, it has nothing to do
with discriminating specific ethnic groups. The
current government claims that one ethnic
group "Amhara" supress all other groups. But
for the one who deeply study the past history of
the country, it is easy to understand there was
no such target of ethnicity. Many of the persons
who were in power were from diffirent ethnic
background and diversed.

When trying to see the current
structure of the Ethiopian government, one can
easily understand most of the powers have
been controlled by one ethnic group especially
from "TPLF" which is the founder of EPRDF. The
military, financial institutions, social and
business areas are dominated by certain ethnic
groups, which left the rest of the society under
poverty and political insecure. Unless this
prooblem is solved timely, it would have an
adverse coonsequence in the future of the
country. The neglected groups have chosen to
overthrow the regime by force in diffrent part
of the country. The probability of People
revolution is inevitable. We all hope suuch
authoritarian governance would change and all
the nations and nationalities of Ethiopia enjoy
the true equality.
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Stop supporting TPLF Terrorist
Regime

Wakuma Tilahun (Linsengricht)

One of the scary world that | don’t
even went to see in dictionary let alone in
reality world is the word terrorist .The irony is
that since there is no universally acceptable
definition of this word, every body uses it as it
suits to its interest .Example in Ethiopian
context the government by himself act as a
terrorist because many civilians are killed,
torture and taken to prisons without any
unreasonable evidence.

In Ethiopia especially around Oromia
region a person who exercises for his right
taken as terrorist. ABO or OLF are the freedom
fighter, but the TPLF government says or calls
them, this freedom fighter is a terrorist because
of to encourage its own advantages alone.
Many innocents have been liabelled under this
one common categorization through their
background. Path and goal is completely
different from one another. When one is
regarded as an iconic freedom fighter by the
nation it stands for, it is simultaneously
regarded as terrorist by other especially in the
fort side of the TPLF government.

An iconic anti- apartheid freedom
fighter, Nelson Mandela, was under an
American terrorist list as recent as 2008.This is
just one example. Many more innocents have
became the victim of this labeling specially in
country which is lack of democracy like Ethiopia
from freedom fighters like OLF or ABO to free
Oromia.

It was a bad and very dangerous life
time for Oromo boys and girls or for Oromo
farmers and for Oromo students at all. Dealing
on our land and at home because of just we be
an Oromo and because of land grabbing. Totally
killing  Oromo society by Ethiopian
(TPLF)terrorist government is the means of
genocide which any blind can see it and which
the deaf can hear it, so both are simply
understand what’s going on by terrorist TPLF
government.
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In May 01-2014 in Ambo University,
high school and elementary school more than
47 students are killed at ones and most of
others were jailed.

In May 13-2014 another Madawalabu
University more than 10 students are killed and
most of other was jailed by TPLF government.

court. On appearing before a court, they have
the right to be given prompt and specific
explanation of the reasons for their arrest due
to the alleged crime committed.

Although it has been difficult to identify
everyone by their names, HRLHA informants
have confirmed that the following were among

Generally hundreds of Oromo students from the arrestees,
Elementary, high school and from different
Universities such as wellega University, Jimma

University, Addis Ababa University, Adama

1 Rabbirraa Gaarradoo
2 Figaaduu Amaaraa

9. Daniel Taarragany
10. Figaaduu Tolasaa

) . ) ) . 3 Tasfaayee Dalasaa 11. Biraanuu Dabalaa
University, Haramaya University and Dire Dawa . .
Uni it d al diff ; I 4 Biraanuu Siyyumee 12. Katangaa Baayyuu
NIVErsity and also many diirerent coflege 5 Tolasaa Guutamaa 13. Fayyisaa Raggaanee

Oromo student were disappeared including
most of our farmers this time there were more
than half million Oromo political prisoners in
that country which under the leader of TPLF

6 Muluu Balaachoo 14. Kaasahun Baqgalaa

7 Alamuu G| mariyaam 15. Alamuu Ajjabii

8 Abbush Masfiin 16. Nuwaay Tasfaayee
17. Lataa Taadasaa

dictator government. To inform you recently in
Ada’a Berga harassments and Intimidation
through arbitrary arrests, beatings, torture and
rapes were committed in Ada’a berga district
West Showa Zone of Oromia Regional State
against young Oromo nationals on September
24 and 25-2015.More than 30 young Oromos
were picked up from their homes at night by a
Dictator paramilitary force.

According to HRLHA informants in
Ada’a Berga, the major targets of this most
recent  District  Administration  Officials-
Sponsored violence were mostly young Omoros
working in Dangote Cement Factory and
University students who were there to visit
their families in the summer break. HRLHA
informants from the area confirmed that the
particular operation against young Oromo
nationals in Ada’a Berga was led by the local
government official Obbo Tolera Anbasse.

In this incident more than 30 young
Oromos (16-25) ages arrested more than 20
were severely beaten by the Federal
paramilitary and confined in Ada’a Berga district
police station for three days in violation of the
constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia, Article 19(3) persons who arrested
have the right to be brought before a court
within 48 hours of their arrest. Such time shall
not include the time reasonably required for
the journey from the place of arrest to the
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All arrestees were accused of what the
police referred to as instigating the public
against the government. When the arrestee
were brought to court ,one man explained to
the court that he had been beaten severely in
front of his family members and his wife and his
sister age 16 were raped by one of the
paramilitary members.

The arrestee showed their scarred
backs to the court to indicate the torture
inflicted on them by the paramilitary. Even
though the court released all the arrestees on
bail the police refused the court order and took
them to jail.

The Human Right League of the Horn of
Africa (HRLHA) expresses its deep concern over
the safety and well- being of these arrested
Oromo nationals and urges the Oromia Regional
State Government to make sure that the bail
conditions granted by the court are respected
and release the arrestees unconditionally.

Finally we need you world people try to
open your eyes to see how we feels pain and
don’t spend your money for the killer of TPLF
government to buy weapon by the name of
food security and others.
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State violence against women
in Ethiopia

Elsa Diriba (Fulda)

Women are victims of sate violence in
Ethiopia. For over two decades, rape, torture
and humiliation are used regularly as an
interrogation tactic against women political
prisoners. A number of local and International
Human Rights advocacy groups have
documented tragic cases of apparent and
unambiguous torture and killings of women by
Ethiopia’s Police and Security Forces. The
increase of domestic violence and sexual abuse
of young women has also become a serious
public concern in the country. Available
evidences indicate that the low social status of
Ethiopian women lies at the root of violence
against their political and human rights. This
article examines the scope and magnitude of
state violence against women in Ethiopia by
considering the most recent tragic cases of five
young girls as atypical example.

In September 2015, Selome Gulilat, 20-
years old University student, was gunned down
by a Federal Police officer because she did not
respond to his advances. Selome and her friend
were relaxing in a nearby sport bar. Around the
end of their stay, they went to the bathroom.
Her friend, who is the eye witness, when
Selome was killed, said that “when we enter to
the bathroom, the police officer was there, we
said sorry and backed away... eventually he let
us go in and we did, when we were about to
come out he was still there and waiting for
Selome to greet and talk him, but she refused a
handshake for him then the police officer
slapped her in his fist. Selome falls down on the
ground. | run away back to one of the
bathrooms and locked it from the inside. Then |
heard a gunshot and when | came out, | saw
that both Selome and the Police officer were
lying on the floor. Selome was still breathing
and someone else rushed to help and she was
taken to nearby health clinic where she was
pronounced died of 3 bullets.” In reality,
Selome is one of a long list of names of women
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who continue to die or suffer from gender
based violence because they are women.

In the mid of 2015, Edom Kassaye and
Mabhlet Fantahu, two of the female members of
Zone 9 bloggers reported that they were forced
to stand naked and “do sports™ in front of
giggling male investigators for several times
during the course of their detention. After such
kind of humiliation and torture the terrorism
charges against Edom and Mahlet were
dropped and the bloggers were subsequently
released from prison.

Tejnesh Lewegneh, 15-years old from
the northern Shewa region of Ethiopia, was
abducted by three men on her way to market in
October, 2014. They tried to force her to agree
to merry one of them. She refused, and a day
later, they pushed her off a cliff. Now Tejnesh is
paralyzed from the waist down. In the same
month, 16-year-old Hanna Lalango, from
Ethiopia’s cosmopolitan capital, Addis Ababa,
was abducted by a group of men from a
minibus on the outskirts of the city. She was
raped over several days and died in hospital
about a month later from her injuries. Five men
have been convicted and are awaiting sentence
for the attack. Hanna reportedly identified her
assailants before she was died.

These are some of the toxic truth of
violence gains women in Ethiopia in which
thousands of women are killed, raped, tortured
otherwise humiliated on daily basis. The stories
are endless. Since most of the crimes are
committed by member of the EPRDF regime,
there are more stories out there that are
unreported. No legal action was taken on
government security forces and officials who
have committed state violence against women.
Therefore, | urge all Ethiopians and human
rights organization to fight state violence
against women in Ethiopia.
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The Functions of Courts in
Ethiopia

Ribka Wondwosen (Bensheim)

The rule of law is a cornerstone of
contemporary constitutional democracy. Courts
are important for the working and consolidation
of democratic regimes. They facilitate civil
government by contributing to the rule of law
and by creating an environment conducive to
economic growth. They also have a key role to
play with regard to making power-holders
accountable to the democratic rules of the
game, and ensuring the protection of human
rights as established in constitutions,
conventions and laws. Do courts in Ethiopia play
such a role?

The answer for the above question is
not at all. This is simply because courts in
Ethiopia are political weapons used by the
EPRDF regime to eliminate dissident voices and
throw them to jail under terrorism charges. In
the name of the ‘developmental state’, the
system has transformed its courts into another
security apparatus whose job is not to second-
guess the government, but simply to
rubberstamp decisions made somewhere else.
Ethiopian courts are not guarantors of the reign
of equality and justice. They are the very
instruments used to secure inequality and
injustice. They are legal technologies of
repression whose strategic function is to
rationalize, justify and legitimize the repressive
logic behind these perspective law proceedings
by situating them within the framework of law
and justice.

Furthermore, the courtroom has been
used to intimidate, harass, silence, exile, and
eliminate political foes perceived to be a threat
to the authorities of the day. Let’s see what was
happening to Zone9 bloggers almost over the
past two years. It is a well-known fact that in
2014-15, the Ethiopian authorities increased
their crackdown on bloggers and online
journalists, using the country’s harsh laws to
prosecute individuals for their online activities
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and quash critical voices. The Zone 9 bloggers
arrested in April 2014 were charged with
terrorism in July 2014 and subsequently
subjected to a series of fake trials through mid-
2015.

In July 2015, two of the imprisoned
Zone 9 bloggers were unexpectedly released
and cleared of all charges, which observers
attributed to U.S. President Barack Obama’s
official visit to the country later that month. The
four remaining Zone 9 bloggers were acquitted
in October. Nevertheless, five other critical
voices and bloggers who were arrested in July
2014 and charged with terrorism remain in
prison. During the numerous Zone 9 trials
throughout 2014— 2015, several supporters
were temporarily arrested for posting updates
and pictures of their trials on social media via
mobile devices. This is just the tip of the iceberg
to show the complete failure of the justice
system in Ethiopia. But, it is not enough to
mention the failure of justice in the country. It is
also necessary to bring down those individuals
who are manipulating courts for political
purpose.

Justice shall be served in
Ethiopia!
Nigussie Liya (Wachtersbach)

Since 1991, the EPRDF regime has
controlled the power in Ethiopia and committed
uncountable abuses and torturer to Ethiopians
people. Demolishing the country started by
dismantling the countries defense force, to
weaken the national interest and assigning
those its Guerilla fighters as the national force
of the country and immediately followed by
separating Eretria from its motherland, which
makes Ethiopia a landlocked country with 90
million people. Consequently, they started
dividing the country into nine regional states
based on ethnic line to implement their divide
and conquer policy.

Woyane (EPRDF) controls all sectors of
the economy such as: construction, mining,
Bank and insurances, import and exports,
transportation, huge agricultural fields, hotels
and buildings and many more other sectors.
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More amazingly, even those small businesses
are also controlled by those supporters of
Woyane (EPRDF). And the rest of the citizens
are living under absolute poverty and famine.

This anti-Ethiopians narrow minded
dictatorial regime extends its structure
throughout the country by its 1 to 5 network,
which is an agenda spying the people. This so
called network brings unprecedented fear, fear
of freedom of expression, writing, free
movements of community, demonstrations and
so on. Due to these reasons especially the youth
forced to flee the country through borders
illegally and most of them end up to the supper
of the sharks and the Sahara desert. The youth
who flee trough borders take the rout of Sudan
followed by crossing the Sahara Desert (Chad).
Those country men and women exiles faces
inhuman mishandles, which cannot be
expressed and is much more than humanity can
bear it. Those exiles are not only facing the
hunger and trust of the desert but also the ISIS
and Gangawid Militias which they took the
women as their sex slaves and the men as labor
slaves. Those lucky survivors, again faces
another inhuman treatment in Libya, rape and
beatings are the common ones. Then the trip
stretches to travel through a rubber boat which
has no captain and no one know where to end
up. The lucky ones can also survive the waves
and the sharks to reach to Europe. The other
rout is through Somalia or Djibouti to reach to
Saudi Arabia over red sea and Yemen. In the
same manner those survivors are few to make it
to their destination. Here what the reader must
consider is that, the level of repression is
beyond the control of citizens which force them
to take such risk for a better life.

Other than those expressed above,
there are also exiles which took the rout of
Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, and Zimbabwe to
reach to South Africa. Those travelers suffer
also inhuman abuses. The brokers, each country
polices and some citizens of the countries giving
them a hard time and inhuman abuses.
Organizing legal travel agents, which are
officially operating in the country sending
citizens to different Arab speaking countries
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such as Kuwait, Qatar, Lebanon, UAE and so on.
Though they operate legally in the country,
when problems are occur in those above
mentioned countries against our citizen, the
Ethiopians embassy representatives stand for
the locals than for our citizens. We can here
mention the incident of Saudi Arabia in
November 2013. Most amazingly most of those
who went to the Arab speaking countries are
teenagers, even under the age of thirteen. One
must consider here, most of those under age
children face rape and therefore most end up
losing their body parts and psychological
problems. Moreover, those who have the
courage to face the government in public end
up in prisons and torture.

The government controlled Radio and
Television focusing only on their propaganda
that the country is achieving a double figured
economy growth, which they want to mislead
the western world. One can simply conclude
from the facts on the ground which | tried to
expressed above, a country which grows in
double figures, the citizens would not take such
risks to get out of the country by all means to
leave the country. The real facts are Ethiopia is
a country in which the annual budget is covered
by those European, the USA and other donor
countries and still holds citizens who are facing
every year hunger in most of part of the
country. It is a country in which citizens are
thrown to jails for expressing their opinions,
writing. Simply it is a man-made hell on Earth. It
is time to stand for us, the people, and throw
this cruel dictatorial regime once and for all
from our beloved country.
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