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FeoAmA: FPPILD SLA NFAL (T1PP TCES avglh (ATS Nd OPBR@- AL PAFDY P& PT
P42 196 NTT P& TV C%F ANGPTET (A DA £99° AATIR FIANTFOT AmThi® Adrdmi
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Part II English

Mission Statements

The Ethiopian Affair is a quarterly private Magazine established in September, 2014. It
is voice of the voiceless Ethiopians initiated by determined individuals to be published
in Amharic and English in Germany as well as beyond. The Ethiopian Affair is a print
and online publication dedicated to publishing latest information together with
significant proposals. We used images of three keys on the cover of this Magazine to
symbolize mistrusts among Ethiopians, the regime in power and opposition political
parties. It is an obvious fact that Keys have been used to lock away secret information
and most valuable things of the greatest significances for centuries. Consequently, we
used images of the three keys to symbolize the ultimate quest of Ethiopians for freedom,
justice and democracy. Thus, our aim in this volume is to unlock the range of political,
social, economic and environmental issues that are locked before twenty years but still
affect all of us.

Editorials of the Ethiopian Affair strongly believe that information is a key to maintain
power in this twenty first century. Thus, we are committed to increase the circulation of
information to have a direct and positive effect on political, social, economic and
environmental affairs of Ethiopia in order to create a more inclusive democratic political
system that involves all stakeholders in it. Therefore, we encourage all Ethiopians
regardless of their political, ethnic and/or religion affiliation to actively participate in all
affairs of the country without any restriction. However, the opinions expressed in this
Magazine are not necessarily those held by Editorials of the Ethiopian Affair. Indeed,
contrary views are most welcome to enhance further discussion.

(9 The Ethiopian Affair

The right Magazine in the right
place at the time!

Established in September, 2014.
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Election 2015

Elections without competition in Ethiopia

Elisa Diriba (Fulda, Germany)

The dictatorial regime of the EPRDF has
been holding elections in Ethiopia since
1995. There have been five legislative
elections in the country between 1995 and
2015. However, these elections were none
competitive with the notable exception of
the national election in 2005 to bring about
democratic change for the people. Global
efforts to combat terrorism and the pressure
to implement democratic reforms have
collided in Ethiopia for several years. The
contradictions and challenges in these
objectives became even more apparent after
the country’s flawed election in 2005. The
international community has widely ignored
or downplayed these political problems.
Some donors appear to consider food
security more important than democracy in
Ethiopia, but they neglect the increased
ethnic awareness and tensions created by
the regionalization policy and the
potentially explosive consequences.

Even thought, fraudulent elections are more
common in Ethiopia, the May 2005
electoral violence was the worst one in the
country’s political history that led to the
death of 193 protestors and the
imprisonment of more than 40, 000 people.
It was found that the major causes of the
2005 electoral violence were the defeat of
the ruling party in the election and its
attempt to reverse the poll results by force.

It has been said that elections are
competitive occasions in which voters have
rival candidates and political parties to
choose @ among them. Nonetheless,
combination of the ruling party repression
and opposition party strategies to boycott
left the overwhelming majority of Ethiopian
voters without a meaningful choice in 1995,
2000, and 2010. This pattern of non-
competitive elections has already repeated
in the May 2015 elections of the country in

which the ruling party claimed victory over
442 seats of the parliament.

Political scholars have pointed out that
competitive elections are necessary for
healthy = democracy. However, the
government of EPRDF had already closed
every single door that leads to competition
to win 99.6 percent of the vote as it was
happened in 2010. There has been
repression of registered opposition parties
and ordinary voters to prevent them from
participating in the May 24, 2015 national
election. It is also know that the success of
democracy in a country is dependent on
having strong institutions. The
constitutional provision of civil and political
rights has little meaning in the absence of a
well-established judicial system that can
protect the rights of the citizenry. But
practically, we don’t have all these in
Ethiopia to conduct a free and fair election.

In general, elections in Ethiopia appeared to
be a fading shadow of democracy. There is
no political space for multiparty
competition to provide a platform for the
civil society to participate in the decision
making process of the country. The current
dictatorial regime has been using elections
to screen out and lockup active opponents.
This means that, elections are not a viable
means of ensuring democratic change in
Ethiopia. Therefore, I do support using
other methods such as civil disobedience to
push the country towards democracy.
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Manipulation of Election in Ethiopia

Abdi Zeki Kerim (Fulda, Germany)

I have asked myself so many questions
when I started to write this article. Why do
dictators hold election only to distort the
integrity of the final result in favor of
themselves? For how long the ruling party
remains in power and win fake elections in
Ethiopia? Why the opposition parties always
fail to dislodge the governing party? And
why the opposition parties always
participate in the election process only to
tell us- ‘the ruling party rigged the
elections’? These are some of the questions
that need critical responses.

To begin with election periods are fearsome
times in Ethiopia. Intimidation, violence,
government  suppression of normal
freedoms, mass detentions and even
extrajudicial killings are results of elections.
This indicates that the government in
Ethiopia has become one of the most
repressive regimes in the world and never
wins elections without manipulation. This is
one of the sad realities that election 2015
has proved. If one advocates for free and fair
election he or she is immediately branded
anti-development and having links with
terrorist organizations. This will land him or
her in prison and confess under torture that
the government's charges are right. In this
way, there are thousands of prisoners in
different parts of the country including
opposition party leaders, journalists,
bloggers, civilians and even religious
leaders. Therefore, it is not surprising that
the ruling party has never lost elections for
the past 24 years in a row.

In general Ethiopia today is ruled by
absolute dictators that came to power by
gun from one village. Forget election 2015;
everyone knows that EPRDF has already
confirmed its victory in advance because it
made all major opposition parties out of the
election game by the so called National
Electoral Board of Ethiopia which is another
branch of EPRDF. It is true that in

contemporary Ethiopia, it is completely
impossible to carry out a legal opposition
activities. The EPRDF/TPLF government
saw as legitimate to suppress the Ethiopian
people think that it will continue to govern
like this.

I am advising the EPRDF/TPLF government
to heed the people's democratic right put in
place a mechanism that this country has a
democratic process. I know Ethiopia has
never had any democratic process since its
inception. It would be difficult to implement
it within short period of time. However, 24
years is too much. We know most of the
former fighters and current political cronies
have amassed significant wealth while the
ordinary Ethiopians are languishing in
poverty. It is not a hidden secrete that most
of the street beggar in today's Ethiopia are
from the Northern province of Tigray. The
same people who are accused of the
machinery behind Ethiopian repressive
government.

It might look alike the current government
has succeeded for the time being to keep the
lid on the boiling political pot in Ethiopia.
However, it must understand that one day
the pot will be exploded. As a government,
the current politician must come up with
solution to stop this violent incident to
materialize in Ethiopia. If the pot explodes,
there is no doubt that all politicians who
have made millions would lose all their
wealth overnight. The Western Countries,
such as USA and UK will pay significant
political price for their unreserved support
to the dictatorial regime in Ethiopia.
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Political Turmoil in Ethiopia

Ribka Wondwosen (Bensheim, Germany)

Ethiopia is in a political turmoil that leads
to disastrous consequence. The regime in
power has been totally failed to address the
overall political, economic, social and
environmental problems of the country.
More specifically, there is repression,
endemic corruption, land grabbing and
illicit flow that make the country the poorest
of the poor. But still, the May <2015,
shameful election drama and its result
confirmed that the dictatorial regime of the
TPLF has 100 percent determination to
remain in power by force.

Even thought, the regime has this much
determination to remain in power,
Ethiopians will never tolerate repression,
intimidation, corruption, land grabbing,
illicit flow and unemployment any more. We
Ethiopians already knew that justice,
freedom and democracy have a price. A
number of freedom fighters such as
Andargachew  Tsige, Eskinder Nega,

Andualem Aragie, Webshet Taye, Temesgen
Desalegn, Reeoy Alemu, Abraha Desta,
Habtamu Ayalew, Yeshiwas Assefa, Daniel
Shibeshi, Zone 9 bloggers, fellow Muslim
religious leaders and others tens of
thousands are paying the ultimate price of
justice, freedom and democracy.

In general, Ethiopians are more determined
than any time before to dismantle the
dictatorial regime of the TPLF using all
means of struggle. We strongly demand
those parties and groups to quit
collaborating with this tribal organization
and consolidate our resources under the
united Ethiopia wumbrella. As TPLF
continued to disrespect the rule of law and
the international community, it is the duty
and responsibility of the Ethiopian people to
wage the struggle in confidence and get rid
of this oppressive system by all means
available.

Ethiopia at dangerous crossroads

Markos Ezana (Fulda, Germany)

After two decades of ethnic federalism,
Ethiopia has faced an unprecedented set of
crises that leads to a dangerous crossroads.
There is no doubt we have already reached
at dangerous crossroads and the direction
we choose will prove to be a defining
moment in our history. Most of the
challenges that we faced today largely come
from inside enemies of the country and its
people. From the inside, ethno-nationalists
are working day and night to destroy the
unity of the nation. Among the inside
enemies, the Tigray People’s Liberation
Front (TPLF) is one of the most infamous
radical groups that manipulate ethnic
difference for its divide and conquer policy
for the past 24 years. As a result, ethnic
cleavages came to the surface, as a

threatening force that jeopardized the unity
of the country.

Ethiopia is a multiethnic country, and many
of them have lived in harmony for centuries.
However, after 1991 the situation has
changed due to the introduction of ethnic
federalism in the country. There are ethnic
conflicts and grievances everywhere in the
country consciously created by TPLF.
Furthermore, Ethiopians didn’t have the
right to elect their leaders. It has been more
than 24 years now that the current ruling
junta has been cheating the world in the
name of fair and free elections. It has been
holding elections every 5 years only to
legitimatize its rule. Today, many of us
realized that elections don’t work in
Ethiopia and started to support the armed
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struggle for justice, freedom and democracy
to regain our stolen liberties.

Frustration among the poor, both in urban
and rural areas, has created a growing
tendency to use violence as a viable means
to correct the situation. Yet, the issues at
hand are not only matters of dealing with
ethnic politics but also saving the country
from becoming a failed state. It has been
said that there is 11 % economic growth in
Ethiopia. But logically, this is unbelievable
and completely false. If there is this much
vibrant economic growth in the country,
why the government failed to create job
opportunities? What makes Ethiopian youth
to leave the country in a desperate
situation? Specifically, what make those
youth to running away from Ethiopia to
Libya and were killed by the ISIS slaughters,
or those that drown in the Mediterranean or
the Red Sea, or burnt with car wheels in
South Africa? Would these young people
flee their homeland, if they felt safe, free,

and secure to see that opportunities exist for
them to improve their lives?

For sure, they don’t try to cross the Sahara
Deseret and the Mediterranean Sea for
adventure. They are leaving their country in
search justice, freedom and democracy.
Unfortunately, many of them had killed by
the Islamic State, also known as ISIS in
Libya. Others were drowning in the
Mediterranean Sea when they are trying to
reach Europe. It is true that Ethiopians in
general, youth in particular are standing at a
dangerous crossroads. All these dangerous
crossroads lead us into civil war, civil
disobedience, ethnic violence or religious
conflict. It is time for us to choose the right
direction to save our country from becoming
a full-fledged failed state in the Horn of
Africa.

Violence against Political Prisoners in Ethiopia

Saron Abate Chabra (Alsbach, Germany)

Political prisoners are victims of crimes
against humanity in Ethiopia. The violence
begins at the earliest stages of legal
proceedings against those accused of
political activism and it continues through
all stages of interrogation and judgment.
Intentional violence against political
prisoners is exercised through laws and
courts as instruments of the judiciary. The
latest violence and abuse experienced by
Zone 9 bloggers is a typical manifestation of
the illness of the justice system in Ethiopia.

The story could be summarized as follows:
Six members of Zone 9 bloggers and three
independent journalists were arrested by
government security forces in April 2014.
The detainees were officially charged under
the country’s flawed Terrorism Law in July
2014. However, Amnesty International and
other human right organizations considered
the detained bloggers and journalists to be
prisoners of conscience, imprisoned for

peacefully exercising their freedom of
expression without using violence. The
organizations also demanded for immediate
and unconditional release of the accused
bloggers and journalists.

However, after several months of detention
and interrogations, the innocent bloggers
and journalists are still subjected to
different forms of physical and emotional
torture such as: verbal insults, electric
shocking, burning with molten plastic,
beating with sticks and so on. Nevertheless,
the recent form of torture on the detainees
was not limited to verbal insults and
beatings.

Female prisoners reported that their bodies
were assaulted in different ways by brutal
male investigators. One of the female
detainee reported that she was forced to
stand naked and “do sports” in front of
giggling male investigators. Such kind of
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dehumanization is a  violation of
international law. It is a crime against
humanity. Therefore, the officials that
sanctioned such sex-based cruelty as a
means of demoralizing women political
prisoners should be brought to international

justice. It is an ethical duty upon all
humanity in general and human rights
activists in particular to make an issue of
this barbaric practice of home grown
fascists.

Ethiopia becomes a state of one party

Desalegne Abebew

Ethiopia falls down under dictatorial regime
of one party called TPLF (Tigrea people
liberation front) which is controlled by one
minority ethnic group that make up only 6%
of 96 million Ethiopian population. They
were in power for 24 years. They are now
deciding themselves to continue in power as
a result of their fake election which was
carried out on 24/05/2015. As expected,
TPLF has already declared that they have
got 442 parliamentary seats so far out of 547
seats, while the final result is slated to be
announced on June 22nd. This leaves the
opposition empty-handed. Such victory by
the regime is a message of disgrace and
shows that a multi-party system is over in
Ethiopia and it seems as it is monopolized
only by one party. We Ethiopians rather
embarrassed than surprised by the election
results. This is because the election was also
carried out without having International
election observers, like European Union and
the United States of America which
monitored the rigged 2005 and 2010
elections. The only international monitor
that observed the election was The African
Union Election Observation Mission
(AUEOM), but they are less trusty.
However, the mission also said in the 21

percent of the 356 polling stations it visited,
station officers violated rules by refusing to
demonstrate empty ballot boxes before the
official start of the elections. This can
acknowledge that the election was not free
and fair even by African standard. There
was organized robbery by the members of
the ruling party. The main opposition
Parties do not accept the process as free and
fair and do not accept the outcome of
unhealthy and undemocratic elections. At
the beginning, the opposition has been
hindered from campaigning through
arrests, harassment, intimidation and
unequal access to funding and media. That
has left the country without any viable
counter voice to the ruling party and
resulted in highly controlled political and
electoral participation. Due to this TPLF is
unintentionally preparing the ground for a
military takeover. For most Ethiopians, the
chance for bringing change and democracy
to the country through the ballot box is now
a distant dream. Indirectly the people are
forced by TPLF to open armed
rebellion. Even though the irony TPLF
celebrate their complete “victory” over the
opposition, the option for a repressive policy
can only generate more conflicts and threats
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of popular uprisings, the control of which
gives more power and indispensability to
the military and security forces.

No wonder they do not believe in elections
so as they celebrate this anniversary, they
will boast about their accomplishments, but
all the people know that they never offered
anything better to the people or to the
country than the previous dictatorial
regime. Do not be fooled, they know what
they have done in killing their way to power
and dividing the people to sustain their rule.
We must find a much better way that
includes everyone, including them and their
descendants. It is now the time for
Ethiopians to join together around shared
principles which incorporate the interests of
both large and powerful groups as well as
those of the minorities and the less
powerful. As long as human right is not
respected and there is no sound governance
in Ethiopia, stability of the region will be
under threat.

However, independent concern to reduce
poverty is against the political interest of the
ruling party because poverty is employed as
a tool by the regime to protect its anti-
democratic system of governance. For me,
this is the main reason why we, Ethiopians,
have remained in the most wretched
poverty, though the ruling party has
received a sum of 31 billion dollars in
development aid from Western donors since
1991. We do not want to stay even a day with
TPLF's old system of traditional dictatorship.

New Era of Colonization
Mahider Geberegzi

Ethiopia is the only country that has been
never colonized by the Western colonizer.
Our great father's fought for the sovereignty
and unity of the nation for several years.
They fought not only for just the sovereignty
and unity of the nation but also they knew
the difference between being colonized and

being free. We were free and independent
people with great national unity.

However, today in the era of freedom and
independency we are under the control of
neo-colonizers. We the ancient people of
freedom and liberty are now colonized by
some anti-Ethiopia group known as the
Tigray people Liberation Front (TPLF) for
the last 24 years. They make us to lose both
our basic human and democratic rights.
They have been killing and detaining tens of
thousands of Ethiopians. They have already
displaced hundreds of thousands if not
millions of indigenous people and sold
almost half of the country for India and
China in the disguise of foreign direct
investments (FDI).

In general, TPLF has done a lot to demolish
our national unity and patriotism. There is
an Ethiopian proverb that literally says close
your eyes and let me fool you. In a similar
fashion, the TPLF officials are telling us and
the rest of world how democracy is
flourishing in Ethiopia. Nevertheless, the
reality is completely different and Ethiopia
is becoming a hell for its people than ever
seen before in its long history.

Today, Ethiopians don’t have the right talk
about our current situation and possible
solutions. Even though, fake elections are
organized in every five years, we don’t have
the right elect our religious leaders let alone
our political representatives. So where is the
democracy in Ethiopia? Of course there is
the TPLF version of democracy in Ethiopia
in which fake elections are organized in
every five years to end up with 99 percent if
not 100 percent of the votes captured by the
ruling party for the past 24 years. Dear God,
please help us to figure out where to find
such kind of flourishing democracy other
than Ethiopia?
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The Failure of Justice in Ethiopia

Yewubdar Abuhay Merso

In April 2014, the government of Ethiopia
arrested six members of Zone 9 bloggers
together with three independent journalists
in Addis Ababa. They were held for several
months without a formal charge and were
denied access to communicate with their
family and friends. The government of
EPRDF regularly uses the most ambiguous
Anti-terrorism law to silence dissenting
voices. Since its introduction in 2009, the
law has been used more frequently against
members of political opposition parties,
independent journalists and peaceful
protestors than against any other groups.

This article will discuss about the failure of
the justice system in Ethiopia by
considering the case of Zone 9 prisoners and
the recent brutal killing of Samuel Awoke as
typical example. To begin with, in 2012,
nine Ethiopian men and women came
together to create a blog collectively known
as Zone 9. In an autocratic country with
chronic political repression and corruption
and where state run media is utterly
dominant, this was a bold move towards
democratization.

Writing in both English and Ambharic, the
bloggers covered some of the country’s most
pressing social and economic issues, giving
life to stories all but absent from local
media. Zone 9 bloggers have been believed
that it was imperative to speak publicly
about the national constitution, which
claims to protect freedom of expression and
the right of assembly, and which demands
elections every five years. The bloggers
thought that if citizens could hold their
government accountable through a free
press, the country’s civic fabric could
become stronger. Citizens could have some
say in how the country was run.

After a year and two months, the bloggers
were taken from their homes and detained
by police. They are still locked behind bars

and charged under Ethiopia’s anti-terrorism
laws in, July 2014.

More recently, an Ethiopian parliamentary
candidate for the opposition Blue Party died
after being assaulted by government agents
on June 14, 2015. Accourding to the
spokeman of Blue party two people attacked
Samuel Awoke, 29, with a club and knife
when he was returning back to home from a
night out with friends.

All these politically motivated killings and
detantions shows that there is a clear a
failure of justice in Ethiopia. Over the past
24 yeas tens of thousnads of innocent
people are victims of subjugate Kkillings,
torture and other forms of ill-treatment only
because of their political opinion that
differes from the TPLF regime. Therefore, I
am urging all Ethiopians to unit and
struggle agains the failure of justice in
Ethiopia.
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Civil Disbedince

The third way to dismantle dictatorship in Ethiopia
Part 11

Asnake Demena

Election 2015 witnessed that Ethiopians are
living under extraordinarily brutal and
oppressive regime. The so-called election
has been carried out in political climate of
harassment, intimidation and fraud as it
was expected by many of us. According to
the Ethiopian National Electoral Board,
about 47 political parties (most of them are
affiliates of the ruling party-EPRDF) and
5,819 candidates were participated to
compete for the national parliament and
regional councils in the country.

In results announced so far, 442 seats of the
national parliament were rigged by EPRDF
and its affiliate parties. Even thought, the
final results will be announced on June 22,
the Ethiopia Federal Democratic Union
Form and the Blue Party, two of the leading
opposition parties, reported that the
election was manipulated by the ruling
party to the extent of daylight robbery. AU
observers noted campaigning inside polling
stations, further stating that officials failed
to show the ballot boxes were empty before
voting began.

This year’s national election differs from the
past four elections in the fact that no
international observers from Western
countries to certify the flawed election as
usual. According to the recent statement of
the European Union, EU decided to sit out
this year's election because its previous
recommendations to the dictatorial regime
in Ethiopia were rejected. Even though,
Western countries reserved to monitor the
election officially, they certified the results
directly or indirectly by hosting
Hailemariam Desalegn in the 2015 G7
summit in Germany to praise the dictatorial
regime in Ethiopia. It was shame to see that

Hailemariam Desalegn was hosted by
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany as if
his government was elected by free and fair
election like that of Nigeria.

Election 2015 confirmed that electoral fraud
is one of the many reasons for waging
nonviolent civil resistance in Ethiopia. It is
also realized that the TPLF regime is an
unmitigated disaster for the country. Even,
after 24 years of regime change from
military dictatorship to ethnocracy, Ethiopia
is heading on to the path of state
disintegration. As it was mentioned in part I
of this article, it’s a high time for us to
consider civil disobedience as an option to
end ethnocracy to save the country from the
upcoming disaster. Thus, part II of this
article will extend the discussion to the logic
of nonviolent civic resistance.

It is possible to change a regime through
nonviolent action and education. The award
winning work of Chenoweth and Stephan
(2011) revealed that nonviolent campaigns
succeed twice as often as violent rebellions.
However, the success of nonviolent
campaigns largely depends on the
formulation of wise strategies the selection
of appropriate methods of actions.
Individuals and groups, within and outside
Ethiopia, can apply numerous nonviolent
methods to bring down the ruling junta and
democratize the country for a better future.

The formulation of strategic plan will
consider the following vital components: the
sources of power of the opponents, the
balance of dependencies, the status of civil
society, objectives and activities that
aggravate weaknesses of the oppressive
system. These are the two most powerful
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logics and theories behind every successful
nonviolent civic resistance. Furthermore,
situation (SWOT) analysis is an integral part
of wise strategies.

In a few words: If you know your strengths
and weaknesses and understand the
opportunities and threats you have, then
you can do something about them. An
effective external and internal
environmental assessment should provide
several benefits to the movement. Among
the most important is that it will produce
information that is vital to the movement’s
success and survival. It is difficult to
imagine this movement can be truly
effective over the long haul unless it has an
intimate knowledge of its strengths and
weaknesses in relation to the opportunities
and threats it faces.

In order to select appropriate methods for
this revolution it is important to explain the
meaning of nonviolent action for the sake of
common understanding. According to Gene
(1973) nonviolent action is a civilian-based
method used to wage conflict through
social, psychological, economic, and
political means without the threat or use of
violence. It includes acts of omission, acts of
commission or a combination of both. As

the term "nonviolent action" suggests, the
emphasis is on action, not passivity. But the
action has to be nonviolent, meaning that it
does not cause physical harm to others. As a
technique, therefore, nonviolent action is
not passive. It is not inaction. It is action
that is nonviolent.

Scholars have identified nearly two
hundreds of nonviolent methods-including
protest marches, flying forbidden flags,
massive rallies, vigils, leaflets, picketing,
social boycotts, economic boycotts, labor
strikes, rejection of legitimacy, civil
disobedience, boycott of government
positions, boycott of rigged elections, strikes
by civil servants, noncooperation by police,
nonobedience without direct supervision,
insubordination, sit ins, hunger strikes, sit-
downs on the streets, establishment of
alternative institutions, occupation of
offices, and creation of parallel
governments.

Writing an article on nonviolent civil
disobedience is not an easy task. It needs
more time, space and synergy. And for these
reasons it is difficult to complete everything
in a single volume of a Magazine. There for
part IIT of this article will continue in the
fourth edition of the Ethiopian Affair.

Quotations about nonviolent resistance

“I have nothing new to teach the world.
Truth and nonviolence are as old as the
hills.”

- Mahatma Gandhi

‘8

“The most potent weapon of the oppressor
is the mind of the oppressed.”

—Steven Biko

“We can put more pressure on the
antagonist for whom we show human
concern. It is precisely solicitude for his [sic]

person in combination with a stubborn
interference with his [sic] actions that can
give us a very special degree of control.”
—Barbara Deming

‘8

If you want to go out and change the world,
you should be prepared to be hated for it.

—Stanton Glantz

The world is revealed only to an open-
minded person.—Henry Johnstone
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Social Media for
Nonviolent Civil
Disobedience

Part 11
Asnake Demena

In part I of this article, we discussed about
the revolutionary power of Facebook during
the Arab Spring and its implication for
Ethiopian Youths. In part II of this article
the writer will extend the discussion to the
formation and importance of Facebook
groups and pages to spread information
among users.

1. Facebook Groups

Among the many use of Facebook it allows
us to create online political spaces know as
Facebook groups to discuss and share our
opinions with other Facebook members
with common interests. They are better
used for smaller collections of people and
generally have a more personal feel to them
to come together around a common cause,
issue or events. Facebook groups have the
advantage of customized privacy through
open, closed and secret access categories.
You are also able to send Messages to
members of a Group, which is helpful for
coordinating group activities or discussions.
In addition, Groups allow individuals to
schedule events and even share documents
with other members.

There are many open, closed and secret
Facebook groups that deal with the

Ethiopian politics. Among them: the
Ethiopian Revolutionary Mind and the
Ethiopian Revolution 2011 are two of the
most organized groups that involved deeply
into the Ethiopian politics so far. As a
Facebook user, one can join these groups
directly without handling another account
only by sending request. I am urging you to
join these groups to contribute your share
for the upcoming nonviolent revolution of
Ethiopia.

2. Facebook Pages

Facebook Pages are essentially profiles for
nonviolent movement. A Page allows us to
have a public Facebook presence to reach
many people, which is visible on search
engines. Facebook Pages have
administrators (Admins), which are
Facebook users who have been given
permission to post on behalf of the
movement. When Admins post contents to
the Page’s Wall, by default the posts show
up as the Page’s name and not as the
Admin’s.

The above mentioned nonviolent
movements in Ethiopia have Facebook
pages that can be accessed by any one of us.
These Pages allow us to communicate and
follow their activities on daily basis. You've
probably liked dozens if not hundreds of
Pages. Just like these two pages as all to be a
fan of them. Let’'s come together for our
common cause and liberate our country
from home grown fascists. Down with
dictators!
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Editor’s Notes: Election Failure in
Ethiopia

We were trying to find some appropriate words to explain the
recent election failure in Ethiopia. However, we realized that
action speaks more loudly than thousands of word. As we can see
from the picture below, hundred percent of the vote was rigged by
the ruling part with the help of the so-called electoral board of
Ethiopia. This is a clear indicator the death peaceful struggle in
the country. And thus, we are urging all Ethiopians for the
decisive and inevitable nonviolent revolution to end up
dictatorship once for all.




“Ethiopians in general, youth in particular reached at dangerous
crossroads and the direction we choose will prove to be a
defining moment in our history. We have four possible
directions to move forward: civil war, civil disobedience, ethnic
or religious violence. Thus, it is time for us to choose the right
direction to save our country from becoming a full-fledged failed
state in the Horn of Africa.”



